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BILL SUMMARY: The California Public Records Act: exemptions.

This bill provides that a public agency shall not disclose a visual or audio recording of the death of a peace
officer killed in the line of duty, unless the disclosure is authorized by the peace officer’s immediate family.

FISCAL SUMMARY

The Department of Finance does not anticipate costs to a public agency as a result of this bill.

COMMENTS

The Department of Finance opposes this bill as it is unnecessary given that existing law takes into account
public interest as well as the protection of investigations in determining what records may be exempt from
public disclosure.

Existing law, the California Public Records Act generally provides that access to information concerning the
conduct of the people’s business is a fundamental and necessary right of every person in the state.

Existing law provides that public records are open to inspection at all times during the office hours of the
state or local agency and every person has a right to inspect any public record, with several exceptions
including investigations conducted by the State of California Department of Justice and Office of The
Attorney General, the California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services, and any state or local police
agency.

Existing law, for records not subject to an exemption, may be withheld if the agency demonstrates that on
the facts of the particular case the public interest served by not disclosing the record clearly outweighs the
public interest served by disclosure of the record.

This bill prohibits a public agency from disclosing a visual or audio recording of the death of a peace officer
killed in the line of duty, unless the disclosure is authorized by the peace officer’s immediate family. This
bill also makes various findings and declarations relating to balancing of the public’s right to access public
records with the families’ right to privacy.

We note that under existing law most recordings of the death of a peace officer killed in the line of duty
would likely be exempt from disclosure under the California Public Records Act as these would either fall
under the investigatory exemption or be withheld due to demonstration that the public interest served by
not disclosing the record clearly outweighs the public interest served by disclosure of the record.

We note further that this bill provides privacy protections to peace officers which are greater than those
provided to the general public, and moreover implies that the privacy interest of a peace officer’s family
outweighs public interest in the events of an officer’s death.
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